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PREFACE 

When Professor Roy J. Deferrari suggested in the spring of 
1928 that I undertake as the subject of my doctoral dissertation 
a study of the vocabulary and style of the Confessions of St. 
Augustine, I eagerly welcomed the opportunity of making this 
long-deferred contribution to the study of Patristic Latin. Until 
that time there had appeared only two works dealing systematically 
with the language of the Confessions, viz. J. Balogh, l'asa Lecia el 
Preti-Osa, Szent Agoston Ko11fessziui Egy Stilustorte11eti Tanulma11y 
l!azlata, Budapest, HJ18, and Sr. 11. Haphael .-\rts, The Sy,itax of
the Co11fessio11s of St. Augusli11e, Washington, 1927. Ilence my 
somewhat amhitious.dC'sign at th!' time was fo make an exhausfo·e 
study of the lexicographil'al, rhetorical, and structural pe<·uliarities 
of the Confessions, and to gire a <letailt•d treatment of the pre­
positions and demonstratire pronouns. s\nd in order to preelude 
the possibility of my d�plicating a similar inrestigation that might 
have already been begun ebt•where, I. requested Prof. James F. 
Willard to insert the probable title of my forthcoming dissertation 
in his Progress of .lledieral Studies i11 the United States of Amenca
(pub}ished annually by the 1Ie1liernl Academy of �\meriea and 
the University of Colorado, Bot1lder, Colorado) .1 . For various 
reasons, howewr, whieh will be nwntion�d below, I Ider decided to 
restrict the actual publication of my work within its present some­
what narrower limits. 

. At the ,·ery inception of- my study I was fully aware that tbis 
investigation, in order to hare a definitive ,·alue, would hare to be 
done with piiill8taking thoroughnl'�s. It might sullice to confine 
the linguistic study (!f some minor Late writer to a treatment of 
only the most prominent non-Classical features of his Lat,initr; 
but an author of the importance of St. Augustine, whose writings 
hare influenced the intellectual world searcc•ly less bv their form 
than by their .content, deserves to be studi�d as c·arefullv and 
minutely as any writer of Cla��ieal Litin. Fifty �-ears ago: when 

•Cf, Bulletin No. 7, May, 1020, p. 68; No. 8, :May, 1930, p. H; No. 
9, May, 1031, p; 98. 
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the study of Patristic Latin was, so to speak, still in ita infancy, 
works of the type of Regnier's De la latinite des •ermons. de saint
Augustin were considered very satisfactory, even when compared 
with the epoch-making work of Goelzer on St. Jerome. But today, 
in,estigations that bear the stamp of superficiality are decidedly 
out of place. Very little is done to advance the cause of scholarship 
by making a study which, sooner or later, must be done orer again, 
especially when one considers• that the field of Patristic Latin is 
immense and the scholars therein en-gaged are few. llencH I 
immediately realized that an investigation of the vocabulary and 
rhetoric of the Confessions, one of the world's greatest master­
pieces, must be done with an exhaustiveness worthy of -their im-
portance. 

In order to accol!'.lplish this purpose, I saw that an index vcr• 
borum of the Confessions would be of immense adrnntngc, Much 
is gained by being able to study at the outset all the· instai1ces · in 
which a given word or construction appears. This is especially true 
of words that occur very frequently, e. g, most prepositions and 
pronouns. Accordingly, with the help of a number of confreres · 
and students,. I "first prepared an index verborum of the Confes­
sions in card form.• 

This index, comprising more th1m 78,000 cards, I 
0

then used 
as a basis for my study. By the .end of December, 1930, the por- · 
tions of my work dealing with the prepositions and pronouns were 
practically ready for the printer, whiie almost all the material for 
the vocabulary and much of that dealing with tha style had already 
been assembled. At this time, however, the work of Prof. C. I. 
Balmus, 1:tude_ sur le style de saint Augustin dans les Confessions
et la Cite. de Dieu, was brought to my atten.tion. At first it 
appeared that much of my labor had been in vain. But upon closer 
examination it became clear to me that Prof. Balmus had treated 
certain. portions of his work quite inadequately and had omitted. 
much of vital importance for the evaluation of the language and 
style of. the Confessions, Attempting as .he did to deal with both 
the Confessions and the City of God, he was naturally oblicred to 
discuss many problems in· a summary fashion. Nevertheless it 
seemed'prudent �hat I forego the publishing of certain sections of 

I It i■ my intention to publish thia index· at an early date. 







































































































































































































PREPOSITIONS 193 

C. PR_EPOSITIONS WITH THE ACCUSATIVE AND
ABLATIVE 

• The prepositions _governing both the acc. and abl. that occur in
the Confessions are in, sub, and super.11 All of them show di­
vergences from Class. usage and will therefore be treated in full.

. 1. IN WITH THE ACCUSA.TIV.B
�he preposition in with the acc. is employed in Class. Latin in a

str1ctl! local sense to denote motion into or to a place, as well as
� des1gna�e mere direction towards a place, person, or thing; it
18 also ':1dely used in va�ious figurative significations closely
app_roachrng the local, and rn the phrases uenire in conspectum,societatem, polestatem; incidere in insidias, latrones morbum.
�edir� iii gra_tiam cum aliquo; dice re in aliquem ( aliq�am rem);
rn _aliquem tmpe_tum · fa-cere. Its employment to denote feeling
( friendly or hostile) toward a person or thing is likewise common
in Class; writers. In a temporal sense it is used to indicate "into" 
"t'll " "f " ( · . ' 

1 , or or extent of time). Its modal use was well estab-
l�shed in !h_e Class. period, but examples of its fi�al and consecu­
tive meanmgs are rare. Only a few instances occur of in with the
ac�. in a lirui tati re sense ( = with reference to). Silver and Late
�nters extended all of the above usages, especially the local figura­
tive, temporal, final, consecutive, and modal ( cf. K.-Steg. II 1,
564-569; St.-Schru. 537-539). . · 

St. Augustine, who employs. in with the acc. about 380 times in 
the Confessions, avails himself to some extent of its Silver and Late
use�. In its l�cal sense, as well as in its various figurative signifi­
cations borderrng closely on the local, he shows the greatest num­
ber of_ n_on-Classical peculiarities. In the temporal sense he em­
ploys it m a few phrases that-are foreign to Class. writers. A few
instances of its final and con_secutive uses, as well as a number of
adverbial expressions of place, manner, purpose, and result also 
occur; St. Augustine likewise shows a tendency to employ in for•ad, a usage common from-Tacitus on. · 

11 There are �wo doubtful instances of 1'.!lque as a preposition, both in 11, 
23: 30: ab onente uaque ad (De Lahr.; omitted by Knoll &nd v )onentem. ega 
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(A) Local use of IN

i. With verbs.
St. Augustine extends the use of in with the acc. in a local sense

(frequently used metaphorically) to 38 verbs and 3 nouns not so 
used in Class. Latin. 

_absorbere: 6, 7, 11, gurges ••• morum Carthaginiensium ••• 
absorbuerat eum in insaniam circensium. 

· 

ambulare: 4, 5, 26, ambulando ambulabam in ea, quae non aunt 
neque in te neque in me neque in corpore (Sen. Contr. 9, 6, 13). 

ascendere: 9, 4, 12, ascendit in cor rueum admonere omnes meos 
( Tert., Vulg.; cf. T. L. L. II 7 58, 43-61).

assurgere: 10, 33, 57, ex ipsa uisione ••• in te adsurgere
(Verg,, Quint., Flor., Late; cf: T. L. L. II 931-939).

cantare: 2, 3, 7, quae (uerba) cantasti in aures meas (cf. d"icere
below). 

colligere: 12, -16, 23, donec in eius pacem, matris carissimae, 
••• colligas totum quod sum a dispersione ••• hac. 

tonuerti: 9, 2, 3, conuersa in (-= ad) factum meum ora cunc­
torum intuentium (Tac., Hilar.; cf. T. L. L. IV 858, 47-84) ..

decidere: 4, 15, 27, pondere superbiae meae in ima decidebam
(Plin. Nat. 9, 80, 111). 

descen_dere: 2, 3, 7, nee inde (i.e. ex eis uerbis) descendit in cor,
ut facerem illud: 

dicere: 12, 11, 11 bis, dixisti mihi, domine, uoce forti in aurem
interiorem; also in 12, 11, 12; 12, 15, 18 bis; i3, 29, 44 ( cf. 
cantare above and digerere below; for similar expressions formed 
with verbs of saying and the phrase in au�em [aures], cf. T. L. L. 

. II 1506, .5-64).
· digerere: 7, 7, i1, quod inde digerebatur per. linguar:iJ. meam in

aures familiarissimorum meorum ( cf. dice re above).
dilabi:- 10, 11, 18, in remotiora penetralia dilabuntur ( Col um. 

and Late; cf. T. L. L. V 1158-1159).
dirigere: 6, �' ·6, _ut ••. acies meritis meae dirigeretur ••• in 

ueritatem tuam. Dirigere oculos, uisum, etc., in aliquem or aliquid
is Silver and Late (cf. T. L. L. V 1242, 71-84).

dissilire: 2; 4, .9, dissiliens a firmamento tuo in exterminium;
11, 29, 39, tu ••• aeternus es; · at ego in tempora dissilui (Vulg. 
I Mace. 9, _48); 
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